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				Says Sandra

				a woman who took part in the Her survey
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				“The challenges we face as women are different than men” 
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				“There is no doubt the LGBTQ community can achieve more if we [come] together” 
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				Pride activism does not stop at flags and post-ers, the clothes and the words on the clothes being worn is also a huge part of self-identity and bold, loud, queer activism.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Whether that comes in the form of hats, t-shirts, pins, jewelry, etc. the things on people’s bod-ies are a key part of pride parades.
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For example in the image below the sign is yellow
which in the flag represents the sun. The sun is often a
symbol of happiness and yellow is an overall
comforting color. On the poster the words read: “I
enjoy being a dyke.” and the woman looks very happy.
It's more than likely this color affiliation is a
coincidence but it's so interesting to see what the
association between the flag and the posters exhibited
years after the flags creation might possess.

Continuing on with this picture we could look at the
t-shirt of the woman standing on the left of her. Her
shirt is pink and reads, “Gay Power.” Pink represents
sex and gay power can stand for power in queer sex,
power in queer marriage, etc. Although this is reading
into the narrative behind everyone's posters at the
end of the day it shows boldness and a strong sense of
self-identity. Color is only worn when people feel
confident. The flag ties in the theme of strong
self-identity that has been seen throughout the history
of gueer pride. Baker says, “The real connection to the
public happens with confrontation at the boundaries of
fear. Art s like a gun that way.” At the end of the day,
queerness is rooted in being 5o loudly one's true self
and every symbol and aspect of pride represents that
from the flag down to the words, colors and type on
each and every person's t-shirts and posters.
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It's impossible to talk about Pride Parades without
talking about the other symbols featured within the
queer community. The biggest one being the rainbow
pride flag. At pride parades there are so many forms of
this flag, whether it's on a t-shirt, a pin, tote bag,
poster, dyed hair or just as the flag. It's a symbol of the
movement and it's an easy way to identify a pride
parade and often queer people and safe queer spaces.
But the flag wasn't created for no reason. Each color of
the flag represents something. The original pride flag
was eight colors long and was eventually cut down to
six because it was too big. But for the time being we
will be discussing the eight original colors.
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The themes of this zine include the boldness, self-expression, and strong sense of
self-identity found in the queer community which is seen through the lens of pride
parades. I wanted to explore not only the importance of elements of design within the
actual posters but also some of the symbols and faults of the community to get a.
well-rounded picture of the realities of pride parades. Thanks for reading.

X0, Sadiya pride 18.
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Gilbert Baker was the inventor of the rainbow
flag. He was an artist, activist, protestor and
performer. He was originally from Kansas but
did most of his activism in S8an Francisco after he
'was stationed there as a medic in the U.S army.
Urged to create this flag by Harvey Milk, the first
openly gay elected official, the flag was displayed
at the 1978 San Francisco Gay Freedom Day
Parade as a symbol of pride for the queer
community. Baker explains that the rainbow flag
came from the rainbow which has always been a
symbol of hope and became the modern
alternative to the pink triangle (a symbol in the
LGBT community that was initially a badge
representing shame but was later reclaimed as a
symbol of self-identity).

Baker has been quoted on many occasions
explaining what his thoughts are regarding the
flag. He says,"When all else fails art is the
ultimate weapon.” He also says, “Our job as gay
people was to come out, to be visible, to live in

the truth.” He loved his community and felt that
this rainbow symbol was one that was already
shining in the sky and was the perfect new
‘symbol for the LGBT community.

Following the creation of the flag, in the 1994
New York City Pride Baker created a mile long
rainbow flag to be the world’s longest rainbow
flag. It was carried down First Ave in Manhattan
and then was cut up into pieces and was used in
an impromptu protest march in front of St.
Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Ave. This was the
headquarters of NYC's anti-gay Catholic
archdiocese.

Although it can’t be proven that any of the colors
seen in the pride posters thus far were affiliated
with the meanings of the colors in the flag, it is
interesting to look at the posters from that
perspective and note what it could mean.
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it says something, it shows style and
personality, it is BOLD. Even the
posters that are captured in black and.
‘white you can see how personalized
and stylized it is just by the curvature
in the lettering and the different
sizing of the letters. Never are the
‘words and letters in the posters all in.
a straight line or perfectly placed on
the poster. They are all beautifully
disorganized, That says something. It
tells a story and it spreads a message
that's important. That again is the
LGBT “brand”.

All these things are reasons why
typography within pride posters a
important. These characteristics
differentiate posters from pride
parades versus anti-war parades.
Pride parades celebrate a culture and
are meant to be playful and fun,
whereas posters at anti-war parades
are more somber and are trying to get
a direct message across. That's why
understanding typography and the

role it plays in activism is really
important.
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Style is something that shows
the world your personality,
values and your self-identity. As
Medium says, “It's the visual
narrative of your identity.”
There is also a psychology
behind the colors you wear.
Things such as red may signify
boldness and fearlessness. It's
interesting to look at the
psychology behind clothing
color because of our previous
conversation about the meaning
of the pride flag colors.

When looking at a pride parade
people are often wearing bright
loud colors and it goes hand in
hand with why the posters are
bright and loud. These people
are trying to be noticed and
bring attention to what their
shirts say or what their posters
say or even what them being at
a pride event says. For example
these two men are wearing
matehing yellow shirts that
read, “Gay is Proud.” The yellow
makes them seem welcoming
but it's a bright yellow 0 it still
draws attention to them. They
are wearing matching shirts so
it might signify that they are a
couple. The words are bold and simple. The message is clear.

Continuing on, clothing helps to create self-confidence. If you like your outfit and think you
look good you are going to feel better about yourself. You might walk taller, speak more
confidently and look more confident. It is super important to feel confident and express
yourself at an event like pride.

Your clothes reveal your values and creative expression. 8o, for example the hat on the
previous page looks hand made. It reveals the values this woman has about dykes. Her hat
draws attention and is obviously very creative. It shows her personal style and skill. Even
though the hat is it's own for of advocacy and activism it's still cohesive with her outfit and
makes a statement while also being an outlet of self-expression and probably self-confidence.

KA e I e F e *
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LETTER FROM THE EDITUR**

The first pride parade took place in 1970 one year
after the Stone Wall uprising. The purpose of the
first pride parade was to commemorate the events
that took place at Stone Wall. They were held in New
York, Chicago and LA and San Fransisco. The act of
pride parades were inspired by “Reminder day
Pickets” which were held every year from
1965-1969 on July 4th.

Pride is a celebration of human rights as well as a
celebration of community and one that fights for love
and equally. The special thing about the queer
community is through all the struggles and difficulty
they've experienced self expression is still one of the
most valued things. For a long time people in the
people they loved so they had to turn to other forms of expression.

1 decided to make this zine to focus on specifically the self-expression that can be seen at Pride
parades whether that be through the posters they've made or the printed tees and pins that they
wear. There is no shortage of unique fonts, colors and sayings printed across bodies, signs,
banners, t-shirts, pins, tote bags and more. I want to take a deep dive into these posters during
the 70s, 80s and 90s, and look at symbolism through colors, humor, and type face throughout
the different niche queer communities (lesbians, bisexuals, allies, etc.).

Before I end this letter from the editor I want to give the wikipedia defintion of a pride parade.
“A pride parade is an event celebrating lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender social and
self-acceptance, achievements, legal rights, and pride. The events sometimes also serve as
demonstrations for legal rights such as same-sex marriage.” Please enjoy the rest of the zine and
the beautiful culture of the queer community and pride parades.

HOXO.

SN
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Although pride is a wonderful celebration of &
‘beautiful community there are still
limitations and things that could be better.
31% of LGBTQ women don’t feel welcome or
comfortable at pride events according to the
study done by queer womens dating app: Her.

There are a few reasons for this. The first
Dbeing women will show up to pride the first
time and not see a lot of women or people that
1ook like themselves, especially when talking
about queer women of color, and decide to not
return. Second being that a lot of events in
general are very male-centric whether that be
pride or something else. This starts to be a
turn off for the women who might be
interested in attending, so much so that
they’d just rather not attend. The space is
often not geared as much towards the queer
women as it is towards gay men.

Based on the study by Her, 35% of queer
women have simply never been to pride.

It is important to note though that, although
many queer women are not going to these pride
parades, 89% still believe it is an important
event nonetheless.

Pride is all about community and a lot of times it
is and can be forgotten that LGBTQis a
community as a whole, not just subsections.
Many cities are working to make pride more
appealing and inclusive to queer women. London
Pride set up a woman’s stage to try and get that
female audience a little bit more excited about
pride.
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Typography is one of the most important parts
of art. It is a way of expressing oneself through
‘words. This makes typography an important,
part of pride posters. The Cambridge dictionary
definition of typography is: “the style and size
of the letters used in printing” as well as, “the
art of arranging printed letters and numbers so
they are ready for printing.”

For starters eye catching type is persuasive
and helps reinforce a message compared to
weak type. That's why things like bold colored
uppercase letters as seen in the poster above
are popular in advocacy settings. Type can also
help to gain or lose viewer attention. So at a
pride parade loud type will be more likely to
inspire change and spread a message compared
o0 black or gray type that is in Times New
Roman font. Hierarchy of words is also

important when trying to spread a message.
For example in the Rudy poster the most,
important words “Rudy” and “Wedding” are
bigger than the other words. This helps to first,
briefly summarize the message of the poster
and two, to capture the attention of viewers.

Type also helps to reflect tone whether that be
playful, serious, funny, ete. This is why you see
something like a strict set font in movements
and organizations such BLM and NOW. Because
they have a brand they are trying to advertise
and fundraise for. Whereas the “brand” for
Pride Parades is being loud, bold, and breaking
norms.

We will analyze color more indepthly later, but
for these posters have bright red lettering, or
‘multi layers pink lettering, it stands out,
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